
Matthew Lorentson, Meteorologist in 

Charge, CWSU Albuquerque, NM 

Welcome to the premier issue 

of The Brief.   

The goal of this publication is 

to enhance CWSU-ARTCC 

dialogue and feedback .  

Through your responses and 

input, we believe this forum 

will aid communication, and 

also enhance the quality of 

our products and services.  As 

a quarterly publication, The 

Brief will focus on seasonal 

weather impacts and address 

changes in our operations, 

and/or technology affecting 

ZAB operations, specifically 

from a weather perspective. 

This issue contains details 

about the Southwest Aviation 

Weather Safety Workshop 

recently held in Phoenix, a 

rundown of the Convective 

Collaborative Forecast Prod-

uct (CCFP), and a review of 

the NWS Aviation Weather 

Centerôs AIRMET and SIG-

MET products..  

Regarding the workshop, if 

you were unable to attend, but 

feel such conferences are a 

benefit to ZAB, please let us 

know so that we may coordi-

nate future events based on 

local scheduling.  Any sug-

gestions regarding topics for 

The Brief are also welcome.  

We look forward to hearing 

from you; thanks in advance 

for your help!      ðMatt. 
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Southwest Aviation Weather Safety (SAWS) Workshop a success! 

The SAWS Workshop, a joint 

organizational effort between 

the ZAB CWSU and NWS 

Weather Forecast Offices in 

Albuquerque and Phoenix, 

was held at the Salt River 

Project in Phoenix, AZ, on 

April 10-11, 2007.   

The goal of the workshop was 

to bring together the aviation 

and weather forecasting com-

munities of the Southwest to 

promote aviation safety 

awareness and efficiency. 

The Aviator Workshop , 

hosted on April 10th, 2007, 

qualified for the FAA Pilot 

Proficiency Award Program 

(WINGS accreditation).  Ap-

proximately 85 customers and 

partners attended the aviator 

workshop, and considerable 

positive feedback was re-

ceived on presentations given 

by NWS forecasters, FAA 

FSDO, Embry-Riddle, Lock-

heed Martin, and others. 

A social dinner was held in 

association with the SAWS 

Workshop on the evening of 

the 10th at the Radisson Phoe-

nix Airport Hotel, and in-

cluded a rousing presentation 

by Dr. Randy Cerveny, pro-

fessor of Climatology at Ari-

zona State University.  Dr. 

Cerveny discussed topics 

from his latest book, Freaks 

of the Storm: From Flying 

Cows to Stealing Thunder, the 

Worldôs Strangest True 

Weather Stories. 

Approximately 60 NAS cus-

tomers and partners attended 

the Meteorology Workshop, 

on April 11th.  Presentations 

from Southwest and Mesa 

Airlines, NWS offices, NWS 

regional and national HQ, and 

the PHX ATCT covered NAS 

needs, as well as some in-

depth aviation meteorology 

topics for forecasters.    Pres-

entations will be made avail-

able online by mid-May--stop 

by the CWSU for details. 
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